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3Introduction
Welcome to the second volume of scholarlypartnershipsedu. We have received positive 
responses from our initial venture in fall 2006 to provide an outlet for scholar-
practitioners to disseminate their theoretical, practical, and/or applied discussions 
and research to the broad ﬁ eld of education. To this end, all research and submitted 
manuscripts continue to be coauthored by educators from the university setting and 
those in P–12 schools. Our focus remains the same: to encourage the professional 
development of both parties as they co-construct meaning from their writing and 
research relationships.
Th is issue speciﬁ cally focuses on topics of race, class, and gender equity in education. 
Each of the authors approaches equity in diﬀ erent ways, and all bring critical perspective 
to these issues. As our educational system continues to evolve and as our teachers and 
teacher educators face ever greater demands of equity issues in our communities and 
schools, it is important to confront these issues in their many conﬁ gurations.  
Th e ﬁ rst article in this volume revisits the issues of Brown vs. Board of Education of 
Topeka, Kansas after the 50th anniversary of this monumental court decision in 1954. 
Brown’s legacy in a local school corporation is aptly explored by Murphey and Martz as 
they examine the history of a local high school and its political, demographic, economic, 
and racial balance struggles throughout the 1980s and 1990s. Th eir examination from an 
historical lens assists the reader to construct new solutions and meaning to race, equity, 
and economic issues that schools continue to face.
Th e second article, Little Th ings Th at Make a Big Diﬀ erence: Trust and Empathy on 
the Path to Multiculturalism, explores a university-school outreach program designed to 
provide the local school with professional development opportunities to assist its teachers to 
improve the overall learning environment for recently arriving immigrants and new English 
Language Learners. Th e authors, Korth, Martin, and Sotoo, discuss school-based needs for 
trust and empathy along with practical activities aimed at increasing these positive school 
environmental attributes. To quote the authors, “together, we represent three of many 
constituent actors working collaboratively to learn from, beneﬁ t from, confront challenges 
in, and share with a diverse community of scholars, practitioners, and students.”
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education as it centralizes the discussion on race and social class within the current 
climate of national standards and accountability. Th e authors begin with a discussion and 
deﬁ nition of the fundamental tenets of scholar-practitioner leadership, and then expand 
their narrative to critical analysis and reﬂ ection of important educational issues. Th e 
authors’ comments come full circle as they argue that to most eﬀ ectively examine issues 
of race, class, gender, and equity, one must examine and explore these issues through a 
scholar-practitioner critical lens.
Th e ﬁ nal article provided by Hickey and Stratton examines the educational 
opportunities of rural females living in India using a methodology of immigrant 
narratives, educational reports, and ﬁ rsthand observations in an Indian rural primary 
school. Th ese authors examine the political, social, and economic issues that surround 
Indian female non-participation in formal schooling suggesting that class, caste, and 
gender socialization each contribute to limited advantages and poor opportunities for 
upward social mobility. In conclusion, Hickey and Stratton compare and contrast their 
ﬁ ndings to American schools and the formal education of American women. 
We hope you enjoy this edition of scholarlypartnershipsedu that brings diﬀ erent 
critical lenses to pressing equity issues, issues that we know are a common struggle for 
all of us. We invite you to contact and dialogue with the authors about any questions 
or comments you may have; we also invite you, scholarly partners, to submit rejoinders 
to the articles we’ve published in our journal. We’re looking for articles in which the 
distinct voice of the diﬀ erent authors is clear, so that together they give us an enriched 
perspective on an issue that they are grappling with together, from their diﬀ erent settings. 
In addition, we encourage you to submit manuscripts coauthored by university and P–12 
scholar-practitioners for the spring 2008 open-themed edition. 
As the educational environment continues to become more complex and as we 
all attempt to meet the needs of a growingly diverse and diﬀ erentiated community of 
learners, it remains important to educators, both in the university and P–12 school 
setting, to become critical examiners of research and practice and therefore practical 
partners in the care and education of children, and in eﬀ ect, the schooling process. We 
continue to invite you on this journey of exploration and growth.
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